
Solution brief

At HPE, we understand 
SAP® complexity. We’ve 
successfully navigated our 
own migration journey 
and now run one of the 
world’s largest hybrid cloud 
global SAP S/4HANA® 
deployments.

94%
of SAP user group 
members said they run 
or will run SAP S/4HANA 
on-premises or in hybrid, 
managed, or private clouds, 
with only 6% citing a public 
cloud strategy.1

Time is running out for SAP S/4HANA migration
With the 2027 deadline fast approaching, enterprises face increasing pressure 
to complete the mandated enterprise migration to SAP S/4HANA; yet less 
than 40% have begun their transitions.2 This gap highlights the significant 
challenges of data modernization and may indicate that competing business 
priorities for IT resources and changing sociopolitical and economic dynamics 
are impacting SAP S/4HANA adoption rates.

SAP Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) systems are part of a complex 
system of interconnected applications powering everything from orders to 
supply chains, assembly lines, and shipments. The mission-critical nature of 
surrounding applications touched by an ERP system means downtime is not 
an option. Any change to the ERP core will have downstream effects to the 
applications powering vital business processes.

Typically, SAP environments feature numerous in-house customizations with 
robust disaster recovery systems. Enterprises often want to migrate these 
complex environments, not start over. SAP, however, advocates keeping a 
clean ERP core to reduce the number of customizations, causing companies 
to re-engineer their processes as well as their considerations for where to host 
their new SAP deployments.
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Why choose HPE GreenLake at Equinix for 
SAP workloads
Reduce latency, maintain compliance, and save costs in an 
energy‑efficient, highly interconnected data center
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At the same time, AI disruption is causing a seismic shift in IT budget 
priorities. AI infrastructure spending is slated to surpass $200 billion over the 
next five years.3 This budgetary upheaval is causing enterprises to question 
how S/4HANA migration fits within their overarching business transformation 
plans. Many are looking to consolidate AI and ERP workloads to leverage 
economies of scale and take advantage of low-latency, cost-effective, and 
green-certified data centers.

Concerns over public cloud deployments are further hampering S/4HANA 
transitions. A complicated system of interconnected applications that must 
talk to each other results in integration and data migration charges as well as 
app refactoring, which can create cost-control headaches. Additional public 
cloud concerns include performance and service availability; data sovereignty, 
especially in many industries and regions governed by regulatory compliance; 
the ability to use owned SAP licenses; security; and lack of training and 
support. Transitioning to a hybrid model where SAP runs in a co-location 
facility allows IT to maintain the highest performance possible while being less 
than a millisecond away from public cloud data sources.

These factors are causing many organizations to consider running critical 
workloads in a hybrid model and/or in private, single-tenant solutions, with 
80% of enterprises expected to initiate some level of cloud repatriation in the 
coming year.4

Adding to all these considerations, modern workloads require significantly 
more efficient power and cooling, whether for highly available SAP HANA® 
environments or new AI workloads. Corporate data centers often cannot 
manage what is now the new norm—15–20 kW per rack. This infrastructure 
challenge comes as many businesses are seeking to generate sustainable and 
dynamic IT outcomes.

A record that’s hard to beat

30+ years  
of SAP partnership and co‑innovation

100 TB 
HPE runs SAP S/4HANA at scale.

40,000+  
HPE server deployments for SAP HANA*

Certified SAP Global Partner

SAP certified solutions  
with up to 32 TB memory and 16 sockets

35%  
of HPE and SAP customers run on 
HPE GreenLake.*

* According to HPE sales for 2024.

Hybrid cloud remains the preferred strategy 
for SAP modernization
The move to S/4HANA must be tightly integrated within a broader data 
management and digital transformation framework. Many enterprises 
employ a hybrid cloud strategy that brings the SAP S/4HANA® Cloud to 
where their data resides, providing the experience of the cloud, but with 
data controls for compliance, performance, and security. This approach 
also helps minimize issues arising from data entanglement with non‑SAP 
critical apps and a shortage of internal skills to run traditional on-premises 
solutions, while working to align with broader business transformation goals.

However, as infrastructure extends to hybrid, multicloud, and edge 
environments, IT and operations leaders must be innovative with network 
security and workload deployments. This becomes even more critical for 
SAP enterprises as they increasingly adopt AI and other advanced and 
contextually aware solutions that can operate in low‑latency environments.
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Hybrid cloud leadership to streamline your SAP transformation

Wherever you are on your SAP journey, HPE has the SAP expertise and partnerships to support your overall transformation 
goals. If you are ready to begin your SAP S/4HANA migration journey, HPE offers both RISE with SAP and non-rise offerings. 
If you are evaluating your options, HPE can help modernize and right-size your legacy ERP IT estate for a later migration.

You can choose the customer data center option for RISE with SAP, a subscription-based, fully managed service by 
SAP, deployed on HPE GreenLake cloud. Without losing control of your data, you gain the cloud experience, including 
the same SAP commitments as if you were moving to a public cloud provider. These include:

•	 Base SLA commitment of 99.7%

•	 Premium SLA commitment of 99.9%5

•	 Ability to integrate with the SAP Business Technology Platform for customizations and SAP AI Launchpad 
innovations.5

If you’re not going to RISE with SAP, the HPE Flex solution for SAP S/4HANA enables you to keep your perpetual licenses 
and run your S/4HANA in one of three hybrid solution levels—up to platform as a service—managed by you or for you. You 
benefit from the latest HPE technology and decide where it’s deployed. You could also take an interim step and modernize 
your legacy SAP ERP estate while you evaluate your options.

Multiply hybrid cloud benefits with an optimized data center environment

HPE has teamed with leading colocation provider Equinix to uplevel any hybrid cloud SAP deployment. HPE GreenLake 
at Equinix delivers a programmatic and well-defined path for migrating and operationalizing SAP environments running 
at the edge in any of the 260+ Equinix data centers in over 70 major metros worldwide.6

With HPE GreenLake at Equinix, you procure and pay for both HPE GreenLake cloud services and Equinix data 
center needs on a variable usage basis—with only one HPE-based service experience, point of contact, and monthly 
invoice. By choosing a comprehensive solution, you can rapidly benefit from the latest data center and hybrid cloud 
technologies without the burden of owning or upgrading your own facility. You can easily enter best-fit metro locations 
for your business and then scale across geographies with the cloud at the edge as business needs arise and pivot.

Equinix creates interconnected hubs for your HPE GreenLake services in proximity to both the cloud and your users, 
helping to eliminate significant data transfer costs while providing low-latency, secure interconnections to leading public 
cloud and network service providers, as well as business ecosystems. For example, a financial customer can deploy their 
SAP ERP workload within one millisecond of all major cloud vendors and establish private, off‑internet peering relationships 
with payment partners and data brokers, all at the same location within Equinix. In addition to networking cost savings, 
you can generate environmental efficiencies thanks to state-of-the-art data centers that complement HPE GreenLake 
advantages, such as 36% fewer servers required for equivalent workloads and 53% lower IT infrastructure energy 
consumption.7 This allows IT organizations to accomplish their business and environmental goals at the same time.

While a transition to colocation can also be complex, HPE data center modernization experts facilitate your 
colocation management—across design, implementation, run, and maintenance phases—while HPE Managed 
Services monitor, operate, and enhance your hybrid and multicloud SAP deployments to ensure a simpler, more 
streamlined experience. HPE Managed Services customers experience 30% fewer instances of unplanned downtime 
per year, 22% more efficient IT infrastructure teams, and 12% higher end‑user productivity.8 Together, HPE and 
Equinix deliver a strategy that adapts to the needs of the business.
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HPE GreenLake at Equinix for SAP 
A modern, flexible, scalable, and pay-per-use* cloud experience with your data and infrastructure under your control 
lets you:

•	 Consume and operate SAP certified, optimized, and right-sized infrastructure as a service, including HPE Superdome 
Flex and Scale-up servers, HPE ProLiant Compute Gen11 servers, and HPE Alletra Storage.

•	 Enjoy cost-effective and predictable pricing with a single quote that meets long-term needs in production and 
includes the services required to migrate complex SAP environments. 

•	 Use fully managed infrastructure with strong customer-determined SLAs; comprehensive support, including 
HPE Complete Care Service; and a single HPE point of contact for SAP and colocation environments.
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Figure 1. HPE GreenLake at Equinix for SAP reference diagram

* May be subject to minimums or reserve capacity may apply

•	 <1 ms ultra-fast public cloud on-ramps; access to multiple internet service providers and high-speed 
data networks

•	 Compliance and regulatory support for HIPAA, PCI-DSS, and GDPR, and more

•	 99.999% uptime record; built-in power, cooling, and networking redundancy 

•	 100% renewable energy coverage at +235 sites with technologies such as advanced cooling systems

•	 260+ data centers to meet your data gravity and scalability needs 

•	 24/7 facility security monitoring, access control systems, fire suppression, and more



Chat now (sales)

Learn more at
HPE.com/us/en/GreenLake/SAP-HANA.html

Visit HPE.com
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Better SAP business outcomes 
Business transformation within SAP landscapes requires extensive 
planning due to the customized, complex, and business-critical nature of 
legacy implementations and the risk of rewrites, indefinite downtime, and 
unplanned expenses. Enterprises may postpone digital transformation 
due to complexity, but this leads to a lack of innovation and reduced 
revenue-generating opportunities over the long term. 

Through the HPE partnership with Equinix, you can embark on a 
compelling transformation path that addresses your comprehensive 
data strategy. Low-latency interconnectivity to a vast partner ecosystem 
in advanced data centers, coupled with SAP best practices, reference 
architectures, and management services, makes HPE GreenLake at 
Equinix the easy choice for businesses seeking to optimize their SAP 
environments anywhere around the world. 
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