QUiCkS pecs Network Information Service (NIS)

QuickSpecs

Network Information Service (NIS), formerly known as yp, is a distributed database system that replaces copies of commonly
replicated configuration files with a centralized management facility. Instead of managing the files on each host (like /etc/hosts,
/etc/passwd, etc), NIS maintains one database for each file on one central server.

NIS is built on the client-server model. An NIS server is a host that contains NIS data files, called maps. NIS clients are hosts that
request information from the maps stored on the servers. Servers are further divided into master and slave servers. The master server
is the true single owner of the map data. Slave NIS servers handle client requests, but they do not modify the NIS maps. The master
server is responsible for all map maintenance and distribution of the maps to its slave servers. Once the maps are distributed to the
slave servers, the clients can retrieve the map information from any of the servers.

Availability
NIS is delivered as part of the HPUX OE on 11i vl and 11iv2. For additional product information, please visit the following web

page:
http://h20293.www2.hp.com/portal/swdepot/displayProductinfo.do2productNumber=B8681BA:B1031-90045

Features and Benefits

e Centralized administration of users, hosts, protocols, and services. NIS allows you to administer the configuration of many
hosts from a central location. Common configuration information which would have to be maintained separately on each host
in a network without NIS, can be stored and maintained in a central location and propagated to all of the nodes in the
network.

¢ |mmediate propagation of changes throughout the domain.

e Most UNIX / Linux / PC-NFS implementations support NIS thus allowing for heterogeneous environments.

e NIS can be be integrated to work with automounter (both legacy and AutoFS), NFS, LOFS, and CacheFS.
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