
 

IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction
The Compaq BASIC Translator (formerly known as the DIGITAL BASIC Translator) assists you in migrating established Compaq BASIC (formerly known as
DEC BASIC) applications to a distributed environment by accepting Compaq BASIC code as input and generating Visual Basic output code. In
combination with the run-time library, the resulting Visual Basic source code compiles and executes on the Microsoft Windows NT and Windows 95
platforms.

It directly (and indirectly, through the use of support routines) translates virtually all Compaq BASIC language code to Visual Basic source code - saving
time, money, and valuable staff resources. In addition to optimizing systems and code, it helps streamline the translation process to Visual Basic without
sacrificing speed, accuracy, or database access.

Running on the OpenVMS Alpha, the Translator has access to the full set of DEC BASIC language constructs. It shares sources (specifically, the lexical
analyzer and the parser) with the Compaq BASIC for OpenVMS compiler to avoid misinterpretation of the language during the translation process.

A direct translation of Compaq BASIC code to Visual Basic provides the simplest migration and the fastest performance on the target platform. The translator
accomplishes this for much of the BASIC language. It calls DECBAS routines when corresponding Visual Basic language features do not exist or when the
differences between the two languages are too great to achieve the highest possible level of translation.

However, even with the help of support routines, some Compaq BASIC statements cannot be translated automatically to Visual Basic (due to language
incompatibilities). When such differences exist, the translator flags them for efficient handling. Detailed documentation is provided for the main Compaq
BASIC language statements, functions, and language constructs that do not translate or translate in a way that results in differing behavior.

Because of operating system differences in file I/O and in the display environment (character-cell-based to Windows-based), emulation of Compaq BASIC's
native file and terminal I/O is done by run-time libraries. These run-time libraries are installed (as a single run-time kit) on each system running a translated
program.

The Windows NT file system does not provide native Indexed Sequential Access Method (ISAM) file access. The translator therefore converts ISAM file access to
Open Data Base Connectivity (ODBC) calls and/or through the new RMS server support feature. In the prior method, by generating these ODBC calls, the
translator can make use of currently available 3rd party drivers that allow OpenVMS RMS ISAM access across the network from the PC to the OpenVMS
platforms. Through the latter RMS Server Support method, the translator allows an existing application, which uses Keyed as well as other RMS file types, to be
translated and continue accessing the OpenVMS RMS files without further changes to the application.

BenefitsBenefitsBenefitsBenefits
Investment protection for legacy systems and code as they are migrated to new platforms - Automatic translation of DEC BASIC code to Microsoft
Visual Basic.
Improves efficiency and effectiveness of developers - Translates virtually all Compaq BASIC language code to Visual Basic so developers can work on
the important things.
Saves time and cost with consistent code - Compaq BASIC Translator generates an application whose behavior conforms as closely as possible to the
behavior of the original application.
Software Services contracts available - Compaq Services' software experts can assist customers in troubleshooting and diagnosing difficult and
unexpected problems, 7 days a week, 24 hours a day.

Product FeaturesProduct FeaturesProduct FeaturesProduct Features
Key FeaturesKey FeaturesKey FeaturesKey Features

Translates BASIC applications from DEC BASIC to Windows 95 and Windows NT
Built-in quality with problem report corrections
Generates an application whose behavior conforms as closely as possible to original
OpenVMS Database Management (DBMS) support

AdvantagesAdvantagesAdvantagesAdvantages

Developers can automatically migrate most BASIC programs from Alpha systems running OpenVMS, to Microsoft Basic on Windows 95 and
Windows NT.
The translated program on the target system behaves as closely as possible to the behavior of the original.

QuickSpecs Compaq BASIC Translator v1.3 for OpenVMS AlphaCompaq BASIC Translator v1.3 for OpenVMS AlphaCompaq BASIC Translator v1.3 for OpenVMS AlphaCompaq BASIC Translator v1.3 for OpenVMS Alpha
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CompatibilityCompatibilityCompatibilityCompatibility
Processors SupportedProcessors SupportedProcessors SupportedProcessors Supported
Netscape FastTrack for OpenVMS Alpha will install and run on any OpenVMS Workstation or Server that supports OpenVMS Version 7.1 and beyond. The
hardware and software requirements are the same as the OpenVMS operating software requirements.
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